Mission Statement

Daring to walk in the
footsteps of those who came
before us to this mission hill,
we, St. Albert Catholic Parish,
strive to become the living
presence of Christ by being a
sacramental and socially
active community of faith. We
gather on a prayerful journey
to nurture one another and
together with our youth we
further enrich our tradition.
United as God's people, we
care for the sacred universe
created for the benefit of all.
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The Good News from

Our Parishi A

Celebration of Light!

The last Jubilee event in this
sparkling year i A Celebration of
Light -will unfold at all three Masses
next weekend. Join us as we wrap
up our 150" year rooted in faith and
unwrap our 151 year of growing in
love.
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The first Sunday of Advent saw us
light the first Advent candle to
symbolize how the light of Christ
enters into our lives. At our
Penitential Celebration on Tuesday
evening we were encouraged to
follow the star to Christ. This
weekend we lit the second Advent
candle to brighten the darkness
around us.

Next, at all three Masses December
10" and 11", we will join in the
Celebration of Light i our last 150"
Anniversary event this year. The
150" Anniversary committee has

been planning this very special
Mass for many weeks. This
celebration of light will include a
special ritual for families and it will
be a memorable end to this joyful
year.

Jubilee Tea in Parish Hall
December 11"

Following the 11:00 am Mass on
December 11", Parish Pastoral
Council will be hosting a reception
in the Parish Hall.

Please join us as we reminisce
about this amazing year and honour
all those who have contributed to
making this Jubilee year an exciting,
moving, memorable and joyous
one.

All parishioners are invited to this
Jubilee Afternoon Tea and we hope
many of you will be able to attend. It
will be a time to share memories of
our Jubilee year and to thank those
who have given so much of
themselves to make this year so
wonderful.



This Week in the Parish
December 5 - 11, 2011

Monday

7:00 PM K.C. Exec. Mtg. (G.R.)

Tuesday

8:30 AM Eucharist (Chapel)

7:00 AM First Reconciliation
Francophone Community

7:00 PM Social Justice Mtg. (L.R.)

Wednesday

4:30PM Joyful Singers Reh.

6:30 PM Alive Musician Reh.

7:00 PM RCIA (L.R.)

Thursday

8:30 AM Eucharist (Chapel)

7:00 PM Celebration Singers Reh.

Friday

8:30 AM Eucharist (Chapel)

6:00 AM K.C. Mass / Christmas Dinner
party to follow

7:00 PM Nothing More Beautiful at the
Basilica (Bus 5:45 pm)

Saturday

5:00 PM Eucharist (Official Jubilee
Closing )

Sunday  3rdSunday of Advent
Official Jubilee Closing

9:00 AM Eucharist

11:00 AM Eucharist
Reception to follow in the
parish hall

Eucharistic Liturgies

Tuesday i Friday

8:30 AM Chapel of Immaculate
Conception -11 Mission Ave

Saturday

5:00 PM Main Church

6:30 PM Sturgeon Hospital Chapel

Sunday

9:00 AM Main Church

9:00 AM (9h00) Chapelle Connelly
McKinley (Francais)

11:00 AM Main Church

Mark 1.1-8

Scripture readings for next Sunday
First Reading
Isaiah 61.1-2, 10-11
Second Reading
1 Thessalonians 5.16-24
Gospel
John 1.6-8, 19-28

Advent
and
Christmas
Season
Schedule

December 10/1171 Jubilee
Closing Celebrations

December 241 Christmas Eve
Mass times: 5:30 pm, 8:00 pm,
10:00 pm and 12 Midnight
December 2571 Christmas Day
Mass times: 10:00 am and 12 Noon

December31i New Year 6s

Mass time: 5:00 pm
January1i New Year 0s
Mass times: 9:00 am and 11:00 am

Ministries for Christmas

Season

Ministry Sign-Up Sheets for
Christmas Eve, Christmas Day,
New Years Eve and New Years Day
are situated on the table in the
Church foyer. Please sign your
name on the schedule if you are
available for any of these Masses.

We're Making a List and
Checking it Twice!

MAS part of our Jubilee year,

we are updating our parish list.
Over the next few months you may
receive a phone call from one of our
ffriendly phonersoand they will be
checking your current information to
make sure our listis correct. We
also want to get as many email
addresses of parishioners as
possible. We will not, of course, be
giving these out but hope to use the
addresses in the future to contact
you on parish matters so that we
can avoid postage and paper costs.
If you are part of our parish but
believe that you are not on our list,
please fill out the form on the back
of the bulletin and either put it in the
offering basket or deliver it to the
parish office. Thank you.

Blood Donor Clinic

Monday, Dec. 12 from 4:30-8:00 pm
in the parish hall. Supported by the
Knights of Columbus and the
Catholic Womends
1 888 2 DONATE for appointments.

CWL Connection

We will be collecting socks, mitts,
toques, scarves and new underwear
for the Marian Centre from the 1
Sunday in Advent to the Last
Sunday in Advent. Please place
your donations by the CWL
Christmas tree in the church foyer.

CWL December General Meeting
will take place December 13" in the
Church hall. Please attend this
important meeting as we will be
electing our new Executive. After
the elections we will be having our
Christmas Gathering and ask that
you please bring a plate of goodies
to share with everyone. Also, we

E rejuest that everyone remember

the less fortunate and bring non-

Day perishable goods for the Food Bank

Drive.

2012 C.W.L. Membership
Our membership gives us the
opportunity to be of service in many
ways, in our parish and community.
Membership also gives us the
opportunity for spiritual
development and growth in our
faith. Many friendships are formed
through our Catholic faith
dedication. Memberships are due
January 2012. We appreciate your
assistance in completing the form
below to update our information.
Enclose either $25 cash or a
cheque payaCathdict o
Wo me n 6 s ud.St. dlgert

C o u n cin ah énvelope clearly
mar ked ACWLO and
Sunday collection basket or mail to
7 St. Vital Ave, St. Albert, T8N 1N2.
Name:

Address:

Postal Code:

Phone:

Birthdate:

Month Date

Renewal:

NewtoCWL:

New to St. Albert Council:
Transferred from:

Cheque: Cash:

Email Address:

Knights Korner

Knights of Columbus Christmas
Dinner Party will be held on Friday,
December 9" beginning with Mass
in the main church at 6:00 pm and
dinner to follow in the parish hall at
7:00 pm. For tickets/$20 each

L e aapniaet.Ron 780a458+6200.
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Seasons
By Bernice Mahoney

AiAnd now faith,
abide, these three; and the greatest
of these is Il ove.

church at Corinth some 2000 years
ago (1 Corinthians 13:13). And
Jesus told us to love God and to
love our neighbour i that these are
the two greatest commandments
(Mark 12: 28-34, Matt. 22: 34-40,
Luke 10:25-37). In fact, these two
sum up the ten of Old Testament.
But what is love? If we are to
believe the popular culture of today,
love has more to do with touchy-
feely emotions and with sex than
with anything else.

We, whose major language is
English, are somewhat hampered
by the fact that we have only one
word for love. According to
theologian Father Richard McBrien,
in Greek (the language in which
most of the Bible was written) there
are four: epithemia refers to desire
or sexual love, eros is the drive
toward union with others, philia is
affectionate love such as that
among family members and friends
(it is from this root that the city of
Philadelphia gets its name), and
agape which was total dedication
and devotion to the welfare of the
other, regardless of personal cost
(McBrien, Catholicism, 1994).
Jesus himself was the supreme
example of agape love, giving of
himself through his life and
ultimately through his death on the
cross. All four kinds of love are
good and necessary in their proper
place. One does not necessarily
exclude the other.

How do we love? In that previously
mentioned passage from first
Corinthians, St. Paul gives us a few
hints: loving people are not jealous
or resentful or boastful or arrogant
or rude. They are in fact just the
opposite: they are patient and kind,
people of belief and of hope.
Loving people are people of charity,
concerned for the welfare of the
other. In fact the Latin word for love
is caritas, from which our word
charity comes.

Setting the dictionary (English,
Greek, or Latin) aside however, |
often think that one of the best
descriptions of love comes from the
musical Fiddler on the Roof. It
happens when Tevye asks his wife
Gol de ADo you |

ove

AiDo | | ove y-bva?
years | 6ve washe
cooked your meals, cleaned your

h o p ehousg, given youpchildren, milked
coweéFefri vteweynetayr s

sliyed with higy, fopghthim, stayed ¢ h e

t he

with him, twenty-five years my bed
i s his. I f that
More often than not love is
expressed in the everyday things
that we do for one another. As we
prepare to celebrate Christmas i
the coming of Love into the world 1
let us reflect on how we can
become more loving people i as
individuals, as families, and as
communities. May you all have a
blessed Advent and Christmas.

Nothing More Beautiful: The

Spl endour of God
Come take a bus from St. Albert
Parish at 5:45 pm t

second installment of Nothing More
Beautiful on Friday, December 9th
at 7:00 pm where Bishop Murray
Chatlain and Sister Eileen Schuller,
OSU will respectively be the
catechist and witness to the second
theme in this se
of Godds Wordo.
the parish office to reserve your
spot on the bus for this event. The
cost for transportation will be $5.00
per person.

St. Albert Carol Sing

The Carol Sing takes place at the
Arden Theatre on December 11" at
7:00 pm. St. Albert Carol sing
present fln Sear
Everyone is invited! Light reception
to follow. See you at the Arden!

Annual Kinette Christmas
Hamper Campaign
The Kinette Club of St. Albert is
once again coordinating the
operation of the St. Albert
Christmas Hamper Campaign.
Non-perishable food items and new
unwrapped toys can be brought to
the church until Sunday, December
11™. 1f your family wishes to
receive a hamper or should you
wish to submit the name of a family
needing a Christmas hamper,
contact the parish office by Dec.9".
Information should include the
familiesd name,
number, the age of children etc.
Please ensure that the family
invglved ishes to receivc? such
reply:
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Baptism of Infants: Please contact

the parish office to register for baptism
prépddatior® Our next preparation sessions

will take place on January 10 & 17, 2012.
Parents attend both evenings and may
prepare during pregnancy. Baptisms take A
e the laPwefend of (%jﬁ @ohth during

all masses except during Lent.

First Reconciliation, First

Communion and Confirmation:
(for children who have been baptized in
infancy) Parents are the primary educators
of the faith of their children. To support you in
this role, our parish offers meetings for
parents and children beginning in September
to prepare for First Reconciliation ,First
Eucharist and Confirmation. Celebrations for
the sacrament of First Eucharist take place
the 2nd and 3rd weekends of each month
during all masses (with the exception of the

Christian Initiation
Fot diderschildrénd & ydass old and
up, the church calls for a more extensive
program of preparation called Christian
Initiation of Children (C.1.C.). For further
information, contact the parish office.
For adults: who wish to seek
membership into our faith community, we
have the Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults
(R.C.I.A.)TChnict thg parisheffised o u r
se sign up at
Marriage: Please contact the parish
office at least six months before the
proposed wedding date. An initial interview
with the parish priest will be set up at which
time the preparatory steps for celebrating the
sacrament of marriage will be explained.
Because of the importance of the sacrament
and of the couple, the church requires that
proper preparation take place.

Individual Reconciliation;
turdays: 9:30 'kl.’lam - Main Church
or by app nfment™ I 1 0.

We Care for On

Anointing of the Sick: Please call
the parish office to arrange for someone to
visit to administer the sacraments.
Pastoral Care Home Visits: callthe
parish office to arrange for a home visit from
one of our pastoral home care team. Team
members provide pastoral care to those of
our parish who wish to receive Holy
Communion, transportation to and from mass
or a home visit for companionship.
Hospital Patients: Patients must
record their religious affiliation with the
hospital in order to receive visits from our
pastoral care team members. Please ensure
the hospital has recorded your affiliation if
you wish to receive a visit.

Prayer Laudators: Wwithin our parish
we have a group of men and women called
flaudatorso ERJt hose who gi ve
cgntcmlﬁally for rQaﬂoUS Reeds. our parish
is most grateful for these prayers. If you
have a prayer request, contact the office.




Pastoral Staff and
Parish Personnel

Pastor
Fr. Andrzej Stendzina, OMI
astend@shawbiz.ca

Pastoral Associate
Britthey White
brittney.justice@gmail.com

Youth Ministry Associate
Music Ministry Coordinator
Mairi Irene McCormack
mairi.irene@gmail.com

Office Manager
Evelyn Schmidt
schmidtee@shawbiz.ca

Office Assistants

Donna Ference

Ramona Giacobbo
stalbertparish@shawbiz.ca

Parish Pastoral Council Chair

Janet Bailey
janetbbailey@hotmail.com

Hall Rentals
Parish Office 780-459-6691

New to the Parish / Change of address or marital status:

Please fill in the form below and drop it in the offering basket or
submit it to the parish office.

__Please include my /our name as a member of the parish community
___Change of Address

__Newcomer

__Please provide me with offering envelopes

Family Surname:

First Name:

Spouse:

Children: Name and Date of Birth

Address

Postal Code

Telephone:

Email Address:




