Mission Statement

Daring to walk in the
footsteps of those who came
before us to this mission hill,
we, St. Albert Catholic Parish,
strive to become the living
presence of Christ by being a
sacramental and socially
active community of faith. We
gather on a prayerful journey
to nurture one another and
together with our youth we
further enrich our tradition.
United as God's people, we
care for the sacred universe
created for the benefit of all.
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December 11, 20117 Third Sunday of Advent (Year B)

The Good News from
Our Parish

It seems that it was not that long
ago when on a cold and snowy
weekend we gathered to begin our
150 Jubilee Year celebrations. We
prayed before the year started that
it would be a year of growth and
renewal for our parish community.
The theme that was chosen for our
celebrations is all about life T
fRooted in Faith, Growing in
Love, Living in Hoped Throughout
this yearo6s
rediscovering the ways in which we
are rooted in faith. That was
especially visible when we
honoured The Oblates and the Grey
Nuns, when we made our
pilgrimage to Lac St. Anne, when
we remembered the pioneers at the
Memorial Service. Now we are
ready for our final celebration of this
Jubilee Year i the Celebration of
Light. At the darkest time of the year
we welcome the light of Christ that
comes into the world. We also
remember that through baptism we
have that light within us and we
need to allow that light to shine
brightly. Today as families and
individuals we have received a
lantern, a source of light, that we
were invited to bring to people and
places that are experiencing
darkness.
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There is still a lot of darkness in
todaydés worle and
yearning to see the light. Through
baptism, confirmation and Eucharist
we are called to be the bearers of
light to others in our families,
schools, work places, communities.
Jesus is giving us all we need to be
up to the task and it is up to each of
us to say yes to the invitation. If we
want to grow in love we need to
say fiyesoto Jesus.

So the closing celebration for this
year is also the beginning of new
celebrations that will help us to grow
in love so that we can live in hope.
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This Week in the Parish
December 12 - 18, 2011

Monday
4:30 PM Blood Donor Clinic (Hall)
7:30 PM Celebration Singers Reh.

Tuesday

8:30 AM Eucharist (Chapel)

6:30 PM 2" Confirmation Mtg. (Hall)
7:00 PM SVDP Mtg. (G.R.)

7:30 AM Mission Hill Singers Reh.

Wednesday

4:30PM Joyful Singers Reh.

6:30 PM Alive Musician Reh.

7:00 PM RCIA (L.R.)

7:00 PM Oblate Mission Team Mtg.
(G.R)

Thursday

8:30 AM Eucharist (Chapel)

6:30 PM 2" Confirmation Mtg. (Hall)
7:00 PM Celebration Singers Reh.

Friday

8:30 AM Eucharist (Chapel)

6:00 AM K.C. Mass [/ Christmas Dinner
party to follow

7:00 PM Nothing More Beautiful at the
Basilica (Bus 5:45 pm)

Saturday

9:30-12Noon Individual Reconciliation
10:00-2 PM  Christmas Hands & Feet
5:00 PM Eucharist (Baptisms)

Sunday 4™sunday of Advent
9:00 AM Eucharist (Baptisms)
11:00 AM Eucharist (Baptisms)

Eucharistic Liturgies

Tuesday i Friday

8:30 AM Chapel of Immaculate
Conception -11 Mission Ave

Saturday

5:00 PM Main Church

6:30 PM Sturgeon Hospital Chapel

Sunday

9:00 AM Main Church

9:00 AM (9h00) Chapelle Connelly
McKinley (Francais)

11:00 AM Main Church

I~ ==
John 1.6-8, 19-28

Scripture readings for next Sunday
First Reading
2 Samuel 7.1-5, 8-12, 14, 16
Second Reading
Romans 16.25-27
Gospel: Luke 1.26-38

Advent
and
Christmas
Season
Schedule

December 171 Individual
Reconciliation 9:30 am 1 12 Noon
(final scheduled reconciliation until
January 7™).

December 241 Christmas Eve
Mass times: 5:30 pm, 8:00 pm,
10:00 pm and 12 Midnight
December 2571 Christmas Day
Mass times: 10:00 am and 12 Noon

December31i New Year 6s

Mass time: 5:00 pm

January1i New Year 0s
Mass times: 9:00 am and 11:00 am
Hospital Masses will be cancelled

Christmas Eve and

Eve.

Sunday Offering Envelopes
The 2012 Sunday Offering
Envelopes are now available in the
church foyer for parishioners to pick
up. If you do not currently use
envelopes and wish to receive a
box, please contact the parish
office. We also ask that the 2012
envelopes are not to be used before
January 2012.

Beauty of Stewardship

3rd Sunday of Advent

Jesus knows how the plan of
salvation is to be worked out in our
own individual lives. Allowing the
Lord to look at us, to love us as we
truly are, leads us to surrender to
his plan, and to abandon our own.
We are attentive to his voice, to his
call, so that we might understand
how he wishes to lead us and to
follow.

(Nothing More Beautiful
presentation Oct 27, 2011,
Archbishop Smith)

Reflection:

-How is the plan of salvation
working itself out in my own life?

- How am | developing the trusting
relationship with God necessary to
abandon my own ideas and
desires in favour of His?

CWL Connection

* We will be collecting
socks, mitts, toques, scarves and
new underwear for the Marian
Centre from the 1* Sunday in
Advent to the Last Sunday in
Advent. Please place your
donations by the CWL Christmas
tree in the church foyer.

Please join us Tuesday, December
13", 7:00 p.m., in the Lacombe
Room for our Christmas meeting
which will include the following
topics:

- Hear guest speaker, Suzan
Kreesy speak to us about the Food
Bank;

-Displayof Fr.Br i an6 & Theok
EMg ght s odvaildRle foresale,

at $10.00 each;

D a y -Hold the Election of the new

Executive,
-Collect items for the Food Bank

N e (pleade®ring fbs-perishable items);

-And the sharing of friendship, while
enjoying a sample of your
Christmas goodies.

2012 C.W.L. Membership

Our membership gives us the
opportunity to be of service in many
ways, in our parish and community.
Membership also gives us the
opportunity for spiritual

development and growth in our

faith. Many friendships are formed
through our Catholic faith

dedication. Memberships are due
January 2012. We appreciate your
assistance in completing the form
below to update our information.
Enclose either $25 cash or a
cheque payaCathdict o
Womendés League St.
C o0 u n cin ah énvelope clearly
mar ked ACWLO and
Sunday collection basket or mail to
7 St. Vital Ave, St. Albert, T8N 1N2.
Name:

Address:

Postal Code:

Phone:

Birthdate:

Month Date

Renewal:

NewtoCWL:

New to St. Albert Council:
Transferred from:

Cheque: Cash:

Email Address:




World Youth Day Brazil

The World Youth Day group will
hold a bake sale on Sunday,
December 18th in the church foyer
following the 9 and 11am Masses.
Cookies and squares will be
available for .50 cents per item or
$5/dozen. The group is also in need
of donated baking for the sale.
Baking can be dropped off at the
parish office on Friday, December
16th during office hours or at the
parish hall on Saturday, December
17th between 1:00 7 4:00 pm.

Hands and Feet Christmas

Party

All children between 5 and 10 years
of age are welcome to attend the
Hands and Feet Christmas Party on
December 17th between 10am and
2pm in the parish hall. This free day
program will include games,
activities, Christmas movies and
crafts, cookie decorating and
sledding outside (weather
permitting.) Children should wear
winter clothes and bring their own
sleds from home. Parents are asked
to RSVP Mairi Irene at the parish
office as soon as possible, and to
pack a lunch for their child.

Blood Donor Clinic

Monday, Dec. 12 from 4:30-8:00 pm
in the parish hall. Supported by the
Knights of Columbus and the
Catholic Womenods
1 888 2 DONATE for appointments.

New Roman Missal
Introduction to the

Eucharistic Prayers

The four principal Eucharistic
Prayers that we use are very
ancient in terms of their

content. The New Missal translation
is a more literally accurate
translation of the language used in
the oldest prayers. It is important to
recognize that there is a distinctive
AChristian way
Eucharistic prayers. The language
and the structure of these prayers
sound different because the
Eucharistic Prayers are a

unigue communication between
human beings and God. What takes
place during the Eucharistic Prayer
is a miracle 1 ordinary bread and
wine are transformed into the Body,
Blood, Soul and Divinity of Jesus
Christ! The different rhythm,
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of

formul ation and fis
language we use draws our

attention to the fact that what we

are participating in at the Divine

Liturgy is something completely
different than any other dialogue or
activity we do anywhere else. The
language in the Eucharistic Prayers

of the New Missal sounds very

humble, for example, which
emphasizes our dependence on
Godbs goodness and
Another difference is the increased
emphasis on praising God and
thanking Him in more effusive and
respectful terms. These changes

will help us remember that what we

are participating in together is a
miraculous, blessed and most

special event.
(Courtesy of the Archdiocese of Ottawa)

New website for SSVP

Edmonton

The Society of Saint Vincent de
Paul Edmonton Area has launched
a new website at
http://www.ssvpedmonton.ca. The
Society provides emergency
assistance to those in need in
Edmonton and the surrounding area
- men, women and children who,
either as individuals or as families,
are encountering difficulties in their
lives. Help can be offered in many
forms: food, furniture and/or
household items, clothing, transit
ticketg, financi@ gﬁsi?tance with
rdnt of utilities, or other needs.
Vincentians bring the love of Christ
to serve the poor on a person to
person basis. Please visit
http://www.ssvpedmonton.ca to
learn more about the Society, to
request help, or to volunteer.

St. Albert Carol Sing
The Carol Sing takes place at the
Arden Theatre on December 11" at
7:00 pm. St. Albert Carol sing
present fAln Search
Everyone is invited! Light reception

S pte fallsw. Be@ You &t the Arders

Christmas Sing-Along at
the Winspear

You are invited to join the Richard
Eaton Singers and other Edmonton
choirs for noon-hour caroling at the
Winspear Centre, 11:30 a.m. to 1
p.m. on Fri., Dec. 16". Admission is
free; donations to the Christmas
Bureau are gratefully accepted. For
information, call 780-414-7691.
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Baptism of Infants: Please contact
the parish office to register for baptism
preparation. Our next preparation sessions
will take place on January 10 & 17, 2012.
Parents attend both evenings and may
prepare during pregnancy. Baptisms take
place the last weekend of each month during
all masses except during Lent.

First Reconciliation, First

meommeynion and Confirmation:
(for children who have been baptized in
infancy) Parents are the primary educators
of the faith of their children. To support you in
this role, our parish offers meetings for
parents and children beginning in September
to prepare for First Reconciliation ,First
Eucharist and Confirmation. Celebrations for
the sacrament of First Eucharist take place
the 2nd and 3rd weekends of each month
during all masses (with the exception of the
Lenten season).

Christian Initiation

For older children: 6 years old and
up, the church calls for a more extensive
program of preparation called Christian
Initiation of Children (C.1.C.). For further
information, contact the parish office.

For adults: who wish to seek
membership into our faith community, we
have the Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults
(R.C.ILA.). Contact the parish office.

Marriage: Please contact the parish
office at least six months before the
proposed wedding date. An initial interview
with the parish priest will be set up at which
time the preparatory steps for celebrating the
sacrament of marriage will be explained.
Because of the importance of the sacrament
and of the couple, the church requires that
proper preparation take place.

Individual Reconciliation;

Saturdays: 9:307 1lam - Main Church
or by appointment.
We Care for On

Anointing of the Sick: Please call
the parish office to arrange for someone to
visit to administer the sacraments.

Pastoral Care Home Visits: callthe
parish office to arrange for a home visit from
one of our pastoral home care team. Team
embers provide pastoral care to those of
O ohur pafistwho with fo rRc8vO Holy
Communion, transportation to and from mass
or a home visit for companionship.
Hospital Patients: Patients must
record their religious affiliation with the
hospital in order to receive visits from our
pastoral care team members. Please ensure
the hospital has recorded your affiliation if
you wish to receive a visit.
Prayer Laudators: Wwithin our parish
we have a group of men and women called
flaudators0 (t hose who gi veg
continually for our various needs. Our parish
is most grateful for these prayers. If you
have a prayer request, contact the office.




Pastoral Staff and
Parish Personnel

Pastor
Fr. Andrzej Stendzina, OMI
astend@shawbiz.ca

Pastoral Associate
Britthey White
brittney.justice@gmail.com

Youth Ministry Associate
Music Ministry Coordinator
Mairi Irene McCormack
mairi.irene@gmail.com

Office Manager
Evelyn Schmidt
schmidtee@shawbiz.ca

Office Assistants

Donna Ference

Ramona Giacobbo
stalbertparish@shawbiz.ca

Parish Pastoral Council Chair

Janet Bailey
janetbbailey@hotmail.com

Hall Rentals
Parish Office 780-459-6691

New to the Parish / Change of address or marital status:

Please fill in the form below and drop it in the offering basket or
submit it to the parish office.

__Please include my /our name as a member of the parish community
___Change of Address

__Newcomer

__Please provide me with offering envelopes

Family Surname:

First Name:

Spouse:

Children: Name and Date of Birth

Address

Postal Code

Telephone:

Email Address:




