
     

 

 

 

 
The Good News from 
Our Parish 
Pilgrimage to Our Lady of 
Lourdes 
On the weekend of August 14/15 
we will celebrate our 72

nd
 annual 

pilgrimage to the Our Lady of 
Lourdes Grotto honouring the 
Assumption of Mary. Fr. Bidault, 
OMI organized the first pilgrimage in 
1938. This pilgrimage takes place 
every summer on the weekend 
closest to the feast day of the 
Assumption (August 15

th
). 

In religion and spirituality, a 
pilgrimage is a long journey or 
search of great moral significance. 
Sometimes, it is a journey to a 
shrine of importance to a person's 
beliefs and faith. Members of many 
major religions participate in 
pilgrimages.  
In St. Albert we make our 
pilgrimage to the grotto that was 
built in honour of the Blessed Virgin 
Mary. During the summer of 1920, 
the Oblate Brothers and the 
seminarians constructed a replica of 
the grotto in Lourdes, France. The 
stones for the construction were 
taken from the river or donated by  
farmers who would bring the stones 

 
 
 
 
to mass on Sundays. 
In 1955 Fr. Tardif, OMI began the 
process to construct another grotto 
the one that is standing here to this 
day. In 1957 the Stations of the 
Cross were built using the original 
stones of the first Grotto. 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

August 1, 2010 – Eighteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time (Year C) 



This week in the parish:   
August 2-8, 2010 
 
Monday Civic Holiday 

 Parish Office Closed 

 
Tuesday    
8:30 AM Eucharist (Chapel) 

 
Wednesday  
8:30 AM Eucharist (Chapel) 

 
Thursday  
8:30 AM Eucharist (Chapel) 
5:00 PM Wedding Rehearsal 

 
Friday  Parish office closed 
8:30 AM Eucharist (Chapel) 
7:00 PM Wedding Rehearsal 

 
Saturday  
12:00 PM Wedding 
2:00 PM Wedding 
5:00 PM Eucharist   

 
19

th
 Sunday in Ordinary Time 

9:00 AM Eucharist   

11:00 AM Eucharist  
 

 
Eucharistic Liturgies 
 
Tuesday – Friday 
8:30 AM     Chapel of Immaculate   
                   Conception -11 Mission Ave 
Saturday 
5:00 PM     Main Church 

6:30 PM     Sturgeon Hospital Chapel 

 

Sunday 
9:00  AM     Main Church 
9:00 AM    (10hr) Chapelle Connelly 

                   McKinley (Francais) 
11:00 AM    Main Church 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Our Lady of Lourdes 
Pilgrimage Program 
Feast of the Assumption 
Saturday, August 14 
5:00 pm Mass cancelled 
7:00 pm ï Outdoor Mass at the 
Grotto  
8:15 pm - Rosary and Healing Hour 
Sunday, August 15 
9:30 am ï Individual Reconciliation 
Main Church 
10:30 am ï Outdoor Mass at the 
Grotto.  Our guest Celebrant will be  
Fr. Garry Laboucane, OMI 
Picnic to follow ï hamburgers, 
hotdogs and refreshments for sale 
or bring your own lunch.  
Everyone Welcome! 

 
Seasons 
By Bernice Mahoney 
 
A few years ago, while vacationing 
in our native Nova Scotia, my 
husband and I stopped at the lovely 
and historic St. Maryôs Catholic 
Church on the shore of the Bay of 
Fundy. Outside the church is a 
parking lot with a statue of Mary in 
the centre. As we entered the 
church and were speaking to the 
tour guide, we heard a loud crunch 
from outside.  We turned to see that 
the only other car besides ours in 
the huge parking lot had somehow 
managed to back into the statue, 
causing it to nod and to turn on its 
base.  We now had a somewhat 
different view of Mary. 
This story serves as a metaphor for 
the way in which the Churchôs view 
of Mary has changed, especially 
since Vatican II. The upcoming 
feast of her Assumption provides us 
with an opportunity to examine that 
understanding and its implications 
for us as Christians.  
For many of my generation, Mary 
was a plaster saint on a very solid 
pedestal.  She was seen as almost 
less than human and right up there 
next to Jesus often resulting in the 
erroneous impression among our 
Protestant friends that we 
worshipped Mary.  While 
Catholicismôs basic beliefs about 
Mary as virgin and mother, as 
conceived without sin (the doctrine 
of the Immaculate Conception) and 
as being assumed bodily into 
heaven have not changed, the 
Second Vatican Council situated 
her with the Church (thatôs us) 
stressing her role as the model 

disciple, the first to give her ñyesò to 
Christ. 
Sometimes, however, our theology 
can get in the way of our getting to 
know Mary as a very human 
person.  In her book, Truly Our 
Sister, a phrase borrowed from 
Pope Paul VI, theologian Sister 
Elizabeth Johnson gives us a 
broader picture of Mary.  Based on 
what we know of Mary from the 
Gospels, Johnsonôs depiction of 
Mary is one of a strong and 
independent woman, a person of 
prophetic voice (as evidenced in the 
Magnificat and as we are called to  
be), a woman who partnered with 
the Spirit in bringing Christ into the 
world (just as we are called to do), a 
woman who struggled to 
understand, a married woman, a 
mother who knew what it was to 
suffer for her child.  Mary was and 
is, ñtruly our sisterò, ñour companion 
in the communion of saints.ò  As we 
celebrate this feast, may we take 
some time to get to know our sister 
better and the implications that her 
life has for our life and faith. 

 
Last Week in Our Parish: 
Baptisms 
Last weekend we celebrated the 
baptism of Parker Reid during our 
11:00 am Mass.  We welcome 
Parker as well as Alyssa, Julien and 
Mara who were also baptized during 
the month of July to our faith 
community.  Baptism is a sign of our 
membership in the kingdom of God.  
It calls us to be disciples of Jesus, 
to follow him.  It calls us to use the 
gift of faith, hope and love 
throughout our lives. 
 

 
 
ñIn all truth I tell you, no one can 
enter the kingdom of God with being 
born through water and the Holy 
Spiritò  (John 3:3) 

 
Parish Notice 
The parish office will be closed 
Fridays during the summer months. 

 

Luke 12.13-21 

 
Scripture readings for next Sunday 

First Reading 

Wisdom 18.6-9 
Second Reading 

Hebrews 11.1-2, 8-19 

Gospel 
Luke 12.32-48 



 World Youth Day Team 
Up to twelve young parishioners 
aged 18-38 are preparing for or 
exploring the opportunity to attend 
World Youth Day in Madrid, Spain 
in August 2011.  Those who choose 
to go will be fundraising for the trip 
and will also be meeting every few 
weeks to prepare themselves 
spiritually and intellectually for the 
journey.  The purpose of this 
formation is to instill in the young 
people the sense that they are 
going on a pilgrimage rather than a 
vacation.  The trip should lead one 
to God, not just to Spain.  If you are 
interested in World Youth Day or for 
more information, contact the Parish 
Office.   
The World Youth Day team hosted 
a barbeque with hamburgers, 
hotdogs and ice-cream following the 
11:00 am Mass last Sunday. Over 
$800 was raised.  Thank you to the 
parishioners for your support.  
Coffee, donuts and ice-cream will 
continue to be served following 
Sunday Masses through the 
summer as a part of their 
fundraising.  All donations go 
towards their trip and are very much 
appreciated.

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

St. Joseph's College  

St. Joseph College Residence is a 
Catholic residence for 
undergraduate men at the 
University of Alberta campus.  The 
residence is a small, close-knit 
community at the centre of the 
University of Alberta campus.  For 
more information contact Fr. Glenn 

 

McDonald at 780-492-7681 ext. 248 
or sjcres@ualberta.ca 
www.stjosephscollege.ca 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We Celebrate… 
 
Baptism of Infants:  Please contact 

the parish office to register for baptism 
preparation. Our next preparation sessions 

will take place September 7 & 21, 2010.  
Parents attend both evenings and may 
prepare during pregnancy. Baptisms take 

place the last weekend of each month during 
all masses except during Lent. 

 
First Reconciliation, First 
Communion and Confirmation: 
(for children who have been baptized in 

infancy)  Parents are the primary educators 
of the faith of their children. To support you in 
this role, our parish offers meetings for 

parents and children beginning in September 
to prepare for First Reconciliation First 
Eucharist, and Confirmation.  Celebrations 

for the sacrament of First Eucharist take 
place the 2nd and 3rd weekends of each 
month during all masses (with the exception 

of the Lenten season). 

 
Christian Initiation 
For older children:  6 years old and 

up, the church calls for a more extensive 
program of preparation called Christian 
Initiation of Children (C.I.C.). For further 

information, contact the parish office. 

For adults:  who wish to seek 

membership into our faith community, we 
have the Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults 
(R.C.I.A.). Contact the parish office. 

 
Marriage:  Please contact the parish 

office at least six months before the 
proposed wedding date.  An initial interview 
with the parish priest will be set up at which 

time the preparatory steps for celebrating the 
sacrament of marriage will be explained. 
Because of the importance of the sacrament 

and of the couple, the church requires that 
proper preparation take place. 
 

Individual Reconciliation;   
Saturdays:   9:30 ï 11am - Main Church 

or by appointment. 
 

We Care for One Another… 
 

Anointing of the Sick:  Please call 

the parish office to arrange for someone to 
visit to administer the sacraments. 

Pastoral Care Home Visits:  Call the 

parish office to arrange for a home visit from 
one of our pastoral home care team. Team 
members provide pastoral care to those of 

our parish who wish to receive Holy 
Communion, transportation to and from mass 
or a home visit for companionship. 

Hospital Patients:  Patients must 

record their religious affiliation with the 

hospital in order to receive visits from our 
pastoral care team members.  Please ensure 
the hospital has recorded your affiliation if 

you wish to receive a visit. 

Prayer Laudators:  Within our parish 

we have a group of men and women called 
ñlaudatorsò (those who give praise) praying 

continually for our various needs.  Our parish 
is most grateful for these prayers.  If you 
have a prayer request, contact the office.

mailto:sjcres@ualberta.ca
http://www.stjosephscollege.ca/


New to the Parish / Change of address or marital status: 
 

   Please fill in the form below and drop it in the offering basket or 
submit it to the parish office. 

 

   __Please include my /our name as a member of the parish community 
   __Change of Address  
   __Newcomer 
   __Please provide me with offering envelopes 

Family Surname: ______________________________________________                                   
 
First Name: ___________________________________________________ 

 
Spouse: ______________________________________________________ 
 
Children:  Name and Date of Birth _________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________ 

Address: ___________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________ ___________________________________ 

______________________________Postal Code __________________________ 

Telephone: ___________________________________________________ 

Email Address:________________________________________________ 

Pastoral Staff and  
Parish Personnel  
 

Pastor 

Fr. Andrzej Stendzina, OMI 
astend@shawbiz.ca 
 
Pastoral Associate 

Brittney White 
brittney.justice@gmail.com 
 
Youth Ministry Associate 
Mairi Irene McCormack 
 
Office Manager 

Evelyn Schmidt 
schmidtee@shawbiz.ca 
 
Office Assistant 
Deanne Riopel 
stalbertparish@shawbiz.ca 
 
Parish Pastoral Council Chair 

Rita McGregor 
ritamcg@telus.net 
 
Hall Rentals  

Parish Office 780-459-6691 

 

 

 

 

 


